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SECTION I
INTRODUCTION

1. PURPOSE. This pamphlet covers the most important features
of U.S5. and Japanese Traffic Laws as they apply to U.S. Armed
Forces personnel driving a vehicle on Okinawa. It is not
intended to be a complete summary of all traffic regulations.

4. GENERAL

a. The operation of a privately-owned vehicle on Okinawa
is a cohditieonal privilege extended to military personnel,
spongored civilian employees, and their dependents by the )
Commanding General, Marine Corps Base, Camp Smedley D. Butler.
- Being a privilege, everyone should be aware that this
privilege, like so many others, can be revoked, either by
Traffic Court, or by your Commanding Officer. Your Commanding
Officer has the right to revoke this privilege without the
need for any administrative action to be taken against you.

b. The operation of a privately owned vehicle on Okinawa.
also carries significant risks. Under Japanese Law driving a
motor vehicle is considered to be a profession and traffic
accidents which result in personal injury or death. frequently
lead to criminal prosecuticn of the driver involved for
violation of Article 211 of the Penal Code of Japan, “Injury
of Death thoughts Occupational/Professional Negligence." 1In
cases of serious injury or death, drivers who are in the least
bit negligent may be charged. The successful resolution of

" such cases requires- the rendering of customary condolénce call

and the payment of compensation, through insurance or cut-of
pocket. The operation of a privately-owned vehicle also
exposes U.S5. Forces personnel to prosecution by Japanese
authorities for DUI/DWI, speeding, and other traffic offenses.
The Japanese criminal justice system is very different from
our owh, and-can be a difficult experience. All personnel are
therefore advised to carefully weight the decision to apply
for a POV SOFA license. Personnel on unaccompanied tours who
do not have a particular need for a POV should consider opting
not to obtain a POV SOFA license.

¢. Once a drivers license has been granted and the duties
and responsibilities of a driver technically accepted, it is
that individual's responsibility to do everything in their
power to drive without having a traffic accident. ZIn.order to
do so, the driver must keep their attitude and car in goed
condition at all times. .

3. ROAD-SIGNS, The road signs used in Japan/okinawa‘are the
international road signs., Thesé signs are exhibited in the
"hack of this pamphlet.



SECTION II
JAPANESE TRAFFIC TAWS

1. Traffic Lanes

a. A primary trafflc rule in Japan is that vehicles
always keep to the left side of the road. However, a vehicle
may partially cross or entlrely cross to the right half of the
road in the following cases:

(1) Whenever you are on a multl—lane road, or the rnad'
is open to one way traffic only. .

"(2) Whenever the width of the left half of the road is
insufficient for a vehicle to proceed.

(3} Whenever a vehicle is unable to proceed on the
left half of the road due to road damage, road constructlon
work, or other impediments.

{4) Whenever attemptlng to pass another vehicle on a
road where the width of the left half is less than 6 meters
and road conditions permit passing.

b. A solid or broken white line in the centar of the road -
marks the center line, and vehicles may pass other vehicles
under the conditions prescribed in (3) and (4) above; however,
vehicles will be driven so that crossing over the center line
is kept to a minimum.. The following markings on the roadway
prohibit passing: .

(1) Yellow center line - No passing for either side.

(2) Yellow llne on both 51des of center line - No
passing for either lane.

(3) Yellow line on one side of the center line = No
passing for the lane in which the yellow line appears..

c. Whenever the sidewalk is separated from the roadway,
all vehicles must -travel on the roadway. However, a vehicle
may cross a sidewalk when this is the only way to enter or
leave a location or facility.

d. When paragraph (c}, above applies, the vehicle must
come to a complete stop before proceeding onto a sidewalk.
Pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk has the right-cf-way at all
times.

‘e. Vehicles must not be driven into safety zones at any
time (appendix B: Article 120a(2) and 122).



f. 8pecific Lanes Designated for Various Types of
Vehicles. (Article 20, Paragraph 2} On a road where vehicle
traffic lanes are provided, vehicles are required to travel
in the specific lanes designated for that type of vehicle.

qg. Passage of Véhicles in Public Bus Priority Lanes.
(Art;cle 20-2, Paragraph 1) In lanes designated by road '

marklngs as a priority lane for public buses, school buses,
and taxi cabs: .

- (1) oOther vehicles are reguired to move'out of the
priority lane instantly when a bus approaches from the rear.

(2) No other vehicle can travel in the priority lane
when difficulty may arise in moving out of the priority lane
when a bus approaches from the rear.

h. Bus Exclusive Lanes. (Article 20, paragraph 2) Bus
ekclusive lanes are for buses, taxicabs with passengers and
motorcycles exclusively. The only time you are allowed in the’
bus exclusive lane with your automobile is if you have to make
a left hand turn. In this instance, you can move into the bus
exclusive lane just prior to your turn, provided you do not
interfere with a bus or taxicab coming up from your rear.

i. Protection Of Public Buses Leaving Bus Stops. :
(Article 31-2) When'a public bhus 1s signaling to leave a bus
stop, no vehicle will interfere with the bus doing soc unless
the vehicle will be required to change its speed or direction of
travel abruptly. You should remember that you are a profes-
sional driver, and professional drivers never have to change
their speed or dlrectlon of travel abruptly.
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j. HMotorcycles are restricted to the far left hand lane

on highway 58 from Naha Port to Kadena Circle except within 30
meters (100 feet) of making a right hand turn. Japanese
Traffic Laws requlre that all motorcyclists wear HEIMETS
reqardless of the size of the motorcycle. In addition to
wearing a helmet, the Marine Corps requlres operators to wear
a reflective vest on and off base. This vest must be
1nternat10na1 crange with reflective material on the front and

back, passengers are also required to wear this same type of
vest.

LEAYING



2. Traffic Rules for Vehicles, etc._on Normal Roads

a. Methods for Travel Designated by Road Markings

(1} Vehicles will not enter any area of the roadway
that is marked off to preclude vehicular tfaffic. (Article
17, paragraph 5}. -

{2) Vehicles must come to a complete stop at all stop
lines when they are provided, and at crosswalks, or uncontreolled
intersections where stopping is required.- (aArticle 233, 238 and.
43). .

b.. Traffic Lanes on Multiple lane Roads. (Article 20,
Paragraph 1) When there are three or more lanes provided in
the same direction, the right most lane is a passing lane; .
however, vehicles can travel in other lanes in accordance with
their speed as designated by the Cabinet Order.

c. Prohibition of Changing Direction of Travel. {Article
26, Paragraph 2, Sub-Paragraph 1) No vehicle can change its
direction of travel without sufficient reason regardless cf
whether a turning lane is provided or not. ’

3, "Praffic Rules for Motor Vehicles on National Motor Vehicle
Expressways and Exclusive Roads for Motor Vehicles

a. Any motor vehicle intending to enter the main lane
roadway must use the speed accelerating lane if provided.
(Article 75-7, Paragraph 1) :

b. Any motor vehicle intending to leave the main lane
roadway must travel in the lane closest to the exit, or use
the speed decelerating lane if provided. (Article 73-7,
Paragraph 2)

c. Japanese traffic laws require occupants in the front
seats of a private motor vehicle to wear their seat belts at all
times, however, Marine Corps Order 5100.19C states: "All
personnel operating, or riding in private motor vehicles shall
wear their seat belts at all times." This apply to off base
as well as when you are on a military installation.

d. Any motor vehicle attempting to enter a main lane
roadway, must not obstruct the passage of vehicles already
traveling in the main lane roadway. (Article 75-6)

e. Being a professional driver, it is your responsibility
to insure that your vehicle has the proper amount of items,
such as, fuel, oil, and water, and that cargo ete., is
properly secured prior to traveling on the national expressways



and roads exclusively for vehicles.
Should you viclate this provision

by not meeting your reguirements

as a professional driver and run

out of gas, or break down, and have

to leave your vehicle on, or along
side of the main travel lane, you
will be subject to penalty. You

will alsc be subject to fine and
penal action should any part of a

load you are carrying fall or be
dispersed or scattered on the roadway.
{Article 75-10), paragraph 1) Subject
to a maximum of three months penal
servitude and/or a maximum fine of
30,000 yen. The negligent offender

is subject to a maximum fine of 50,000
yen. (violations of driver obligations
while operating on the national express-
ways, etec.) :

f. Should you have to stop your vehicle due to malfunction
or breakdown, etc., on traffic lanes, the road shoulder or zone
along side of a national expressway, etc., you must cliearly
indicate that your motor vehicle is so stopped by the use of an
emergency warning device. (Article 75-117 the enforcement order
Article 27-6; the régqulation, Article 9-17, 9-18; Penalty
provide warning for automobile breakdown,. etc.)

REFLECTIVE
WARNING
DEVIE

"-.___b_
VLN

g. Vehicles travelihg on the national expressways must be
equipped with a triangular warning device. Warning devices are
available at the exchange service stations and car care centers.

h. 'If you must stop your vehicle on the national expressway
at night, you are regquired to turn on your parking lights or
emergency flashers. Even though it is not required, it is
recommended that you use your emergency flashers or parking



lights any time your vehicle breaks down, on the national
expressway or not.

4., Speed Limits

a. As contained in the Japanese Road Law, the maximum
speed limits for motor vehicles operating outside U.S. Forces
installations are as follows unless otherwise posted:

(1) For all trucks (3 and 4-wheeled) under $ tons and
all passenger vehicles (including buses and motorcycles with -
251cc engine displacement and higher), the maximum speed is 60
kilometers per hours. ’

(2) For trucks over 5 tons, all special vehicles
(e.g., wreckers), and motor scooters and motorcycles under
. 251ce, the maximum speed is 50 kilometers per hour.

{3) For any 2-wheeled vehicle under Slcc displacements,
the maximum speed is 30 kilometers per hours. :

b. When you operate your vehicle on a high speed highway,
or any section of a road so désignated by the public safety
commission, you will not operate your vehicle slower than the
minimum posted speed limit unless the reduction of speed is
prudent due to road or weather conditions.

‘c. When you are operating your vehicle in Japan, you will
probably notice that your speed is now figured in kilometers
rather than miles per hour. A kilometer is approximately
five-eighths (5/8) of a mile or one kilometer is approximately
0.62 miles. For example, the number "50" on a speed limit sign
doesn't mean 50 miles per hour, but 50 kilometers, or
approximately 31 miles per hour. speedometers on all Japanese
and most European cars register in kilometers rather than in
miles.

JAPANESE TRAFFIC SIGNS INDICATE LEGAL SPEEDS IN
KITOMETERS PER HOUR, NOT MILES PER HOUR

Kilometers Miles
20 12
25 16
30 } 19
35 22
40 25
45 28
50 31
55 34
60 ' : 37
70 44
:14) : 50
90 ’ - 56

100 62



5. Distance Between Vehicles.

Whenever you are following another
vehicle, Japanese law requires that
you maintain enough distance to
prevent colliding with the vehicle
immediately in front of you if it
should suddenly come to a halt.

You should always follow the minimum
two-gecond rule to insure you are
keeping a safe following distance.
Whenever you intend to change your
direction or traffic lane, Japanese
law requires you to ensure that
there is enough distance between
your vehicle and the vehicle
approaching from the rear. This

is to prevent the latter from runh-
ing into your vehicle if you should
suddenly come to a halt upon changing
your direction or traffic lane.
(Append b; Article 121a(3) and 122).

6. Passing

a. Passing viclations cause a high parcentage of
accidents. Extreme care must be used at all times when
passing another wvehicle,

b. A vehicle attempting to overtake and pass another
vehicle must pass on the right side of the vehicle being
overtaken. ' Passing on the left is prohibited except when a
vehicle is stopped and turning to the right an it is safe to
pass on the left. Here aré a few "Passing Don't":

_ (1) Do not pass the vehicle ahead of you if the driver
indicdted he intends to pass, or he appears about to pass
ancther vehicle (dual passing).

(2} Do not pass if the vehicle ahead is proceeding
paralleled with and at the same speed (side by side) as another
vehicle,

(3) Passing is also prohibited:

(a) At intersections
- {b) On turns or curves '
_ (c) Near the top of upyrades and on steep
downgrades. . ’

..



(d) Inside tunnels and at rallroad ¢rossings.

signs.

e} In "No Passing” zones, so marked hy road
g

(4) Where passing is prohibited, changing the’

direction of travel for passing or traveling past the front

vehicle is also prohibited.

‘(5) Passing is also pro-
hibited, on crosswalks, and -
intersections, or within 30 meters
(approx. 100 feet) of them. Passing
however, in an intersection and in
the area within 30 meters (approx.

100 feet) from it is not prohibited

for any vehicle traveling on a priority
road. (Priority roads are identified
by a centerline or lane dividing lines
drawn in the intersection.) (Article 3¢,
Para 1, Sub-para 3).

¢. Vehicle drivers will not cut into lanes of traffic
This applies not
only to intersections, but any place where traffic is
proceeding at a slow pace. (App b;: Art 120a (2), 120b, and

that are proceeding slowly or are stopped.

.122) .

d. A vehicle must not overtake or pass another motor
vehicle within 30 meters of a crosswalk. (Overtaking and
passing are two different actions under Japanese law.)

"Passing" means going around the vehicle in front of you on a
"Oovertaking”
refers to one vehicle going past another vehicle on a one-way

two-way street by passing .them on the right.

or multi-lane road.

7. Parkiﬁg and Stopping

a. No parking zones have a definite purpose.

They are

designed to keep traffic moving smoothly. It is true that

parking spaces are sometimes difficult to find, particularly
in the larger cities, but that is no excuse for

no parking zone.

' B. Drivers are cautioned not to stop or park their vehicles
at places on the road such as the ones listed below, except:

{1) When conming to a temporary stop in accordance with
the law, or in compliance with an order from a police officer

or to avert danger,

parking in a




{2) At an intersection or in a crosswalk,

(3) Within 5 meters or less from the outer perimeter
{edge) or an intersection or a corner of a road. -

(4) At the left side of a safety zone, or within 10
meters or less from either end of a safety zone on a road, if
so provided. . :

(5) Within 10 meters or less from a signpost or
signboard indicating a bus stop or railroad crossing. (This
applies only during the operational hours of buses.} ’

(6) Hear the top of an upgrade.
{7) On a steep grade.
(8) Within 5 meters of a pedestrian crosswalk.

{9) At any other place the Public Safety Commission
has erected no parking, or no parking or stopping signs in the
interest of safety and to promote safe and orderly traffic.
(Appendix B: Article 120a and 120b}

¢. When parking where parking meters are installed, you
are required to activate the meter. (Art 49, para 3) Meters
are installed to limit the time you can legally park,
therefore, if you exceed the time limit, you are considered to
be illegally parked. (Art 49, para 2).

d. The fine for illegal parkiﬁg or stopping is 5,000 yen.
{Art 119-2, para 1)}

e. If your c¢ar is illegally parked, there is a good chance
that it will be towed away. If your car is towed, you will be
required to pay 10,000 yen for the towing charge, and you will
also have to pay 500 yen per hour to cover the storage charge.
these charges must be paid before you can recover your vehicle.
(The Law, Art 51, para 8)

8. Prohibited Parking

a. Parking your vehicle in any of the places listed below
is a violation of Japanese law if permission to park is not
recéived from the chief of a police station. '

(1) Within 3 weters or less from a motor vehicle
entrance or exitway adjoining a road where a facility is
established or space is allocated outside the road for taking
on or discharging people, loading or unloading cargo, parking
or motor vehlcle storage or repair.



(2} Wlth;n 5 meters or less from a fire station, or from
the side of a water reservoir used for fireflghtlng purposes, or
from the entrance or exitway of the ahove adjoining road.

(3) Within 5 meters or. less from a fire hydrant, or any
otlher water supply identified for fire~fighting purposes.

~ (4} Within 1 meter or less from a fire alarm.

(5) Within 5 meters or less from either end or side of
a construction project on a road that is under construction. -~

{6} All roadways within U.S. Forces 1nsta11ations are
designated as fire lanes and parking on them is prohibited
except when otherwise authorized. Also, parking in grassed
areas on U.S. Installations is prohibited. Further, the
public Safety Commission may designate other places as no
parking zones when necessary to prevent danger on the road and
to promote safe and orderly traffic.

b. HNo vehicle will be parked in any place where there is
less than 3.5 meters of space remaining on the road on the -
right side of the vehicle. However, this does not apply when
a driver does not leave their vehicle or stops to load or
unleoad carge, or when. the driver leaves their wvehicle but is
able to commence operation immedlately, or when such parking
is necessary for the rescue of sick or wounded persons.
(Appendix B: Art 120a (S) and 120b)

9, ' Passage, etc. of Vehicles at Intersections

a. Right-of-way at an uncontrolled intersection:

(1) Any. vehicle on a priorlty road has the
right-of-way. (Art 36, para 2)

(2} Any vehicle traveling on a wider road has the
right-of-way. (Art 36, para 2)

{3) Any vehicle approaching th intersection on the
left has the right-of-way over the vehicle on the rlght. {Art
36, para 1, sub-para 1}

(4] Any roadway with a centerllne or vehicle traffic
lanes provided tlirough the intersection is the priority road
and has the right-of-way. (Art 36, para 2)

b. Any vehicle entering or traveling in the intersection

is requ;red to pay attention to other wvehicles in the -
intersection as well as pedestrians crozsing the reoad in ox

10



close to the intersection. Addltxonally, all vehicles must
travel at the safest pos51ble speed, and in the safest
possible manner while in a intersectlon in accordance with
conditions of the intersection. (Art 36, para 4)

c. Vehicles must not enter an 1ntersect10n, even if you
have a green traffic signal, if it will beceome necessary for
you to stop in the intersection due to traffic conditions
ahead, i.e. rush hour traffic, {Art 50, para 1)

d. When intending to travel through a crosswalk, railroad
crossing, or other portion of the road marked off with road
‘marklngs, vehicles will not enter it if they may have to stop
in it due to traffic conditions. (Art 50 para 2)

€. A left turn on a red light after a complete stop is
AGAINST JAPANESE TRAFFIC LAWS, except when permltted by a
traffic control device (green signal arrow or a white sign
with a blue arrow). THE FOLLOWING DIAGRAMS SHOW EXAMPLES OF
ILLEGAL RIGHT TURNS AND ILLEGAL U-TURNS:

i
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DOUBLE RIGHT TUFNS. OR U-TURNS
FROM TRAVEL LANES ARE NOT LEGAL

I ‘7THESE ARE HOT LEGAL U-TURNS
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HOT LEGAL




10. How to Stog

a. When a vehicle is stopped to take on or discharge
people or to.load or unload carge, it must be stopped as close
as possible to the left edge of the roadway and in such a
manner that it will not impede other traffic. However, on a
one-way street, and if designated by the Public Safety
Commission, you may park your vehicle along the right edge of
the roadway. {Appendix B: Art 120a (6))

Qe

k. No operator of a vehicle can make an abrupt stop or
apply their brakes suddenly except when it is unavoidable to
avert danger. . (Art 24) ’

11. How to Park. When you park your vehicle, you must park
on the left side of the road in such a manner that it will not-
interfere with the flow of traffic on the roadway. Wherever
the roadway and sidewalk are not separate, and when designated
by the Public Safety Commission, your vehicle must be parked
along the left edge of the -road, 0.5 meters from the edge of
the roadway and toward the centerline of the road. When
parking your vehicle, the hand brake should always be set with
the vehicle left in gear. (Appendix B: Art 120a (5) and

120b) . E

12. Limitation on Parking Time. The Public Safety Commission
may designate a parking place and impose a time limit on
continucus parking of the same vehicle in the same area,
whenever necessary because of road or traffic conditions.
(Appendix B: Art 120a (7)) .

13. Measures Against Illegal Parking

a. A police officer may order an operator of a wvehicle
to move thelr vehicle or to park it in a difference manner,
whenever it appears that the vehicle will seriously cbstruct
traffic or cause a traffic hazard. When the operator is not
near th vehicle, the officer may have the vehicle moved up
to %0 meters from where it was parked. (Appendix B: Art 1l1%a
(N

b. When moving the vehicle 50 meters does not prevent the
traffic hazard, or promote orderly traffic flow, the police
officer will report the situation to the Chief of the police
station which has jurisdiction over the area where the vehicle
is parked. The Chief of the police station then assumes custody
of the vehicle. Any expense incurred for moving the vehicle,
assuming custody, or posting of public notices WILL be borne by
the owner or user of the vehicle. ) :

12



c. Whenever the Chief of the police station assumes custody
of a vehicle under the above conditions, he will notify the -
owner or user of the date and time that custody was assumed and
where the vehicle is held. The Chief of the police station
will take necessary measures for the prompt return of the
vehicle to its owner or user. If the name and address of the
owner or user of the vehicle cannot be ascertained, a public
notice will be posted as prescribed by a Cabinet Order.

14. Signals

a. When making a left turn, right turn, U-turn, or
croasing, slowing down, stopping, backing up, or changing
lanes while proceeding in one direction, you, as a
professional driver are required to render the proper
direction indicator (turn signal) or hand signal at least 30
meters prior to your intended action, and you must continue
the signal until you have completed your action. Erroneous
signaling (such as aignaling for a right turn and then going

left) is punishable under Japanese law.

b. o©Once 'you have completed your turn or other changing
action, you mist insure that your signal cancels, or you .
deactivate the signal yourself. . Using your signai when you do
not actually change your direction of travel is also
prohibited, i.e., leaving you left or right signal on when
parked along side of the road. : ' :

15. Use of Horn. As a professional driver, you must not
sound you horn except when it is required by law or when it is
essential in order to avert danger.

16. - Rules of the Road to be Observed by Operators .

.a; As a professicnal driver, you must take all necessary
measures to prevent items from falling off or scattering from
your vehicle. (Art 7, para 1, sub-para 1)

b. Prior to opening your vehicle door, you must insure
that” it can be done safely without interfering with, or
causing a hazard to traffic. You alsc must insure that your
passengers do not open their doors or get out of your vehicle
without insuring they can do it safely. {Art 71, para 1,
sub-para 4-2) ‘

. .

" e. You alsoc must take all necessary actions to insure that
your vehicle is not stolen or used without your permiszsion,
i.e., removing your ignition key and locking the steering wheel,
and locking ALL doors. (Art 71, para 1, sub-para 5-2)

~ '
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17. Keep your Vehicle in Good Shape

a. All moter vehicles come off the assembly line missing
one very important item, an item your can't buy at any auto
Earts store -—-- a brain. Your vehicle can't steer itself, and

t has no idea when it needs required repairs. It doesn't
know when its tires are worn, or when its in need of a tune-up
or its brakes aren't working properly. You as a professional
driver know the importance of having iour vehicle in proper
running order, but, you keep putting it off by saying, "I'll
take care of it payday", it seems payday never comes. :
Gambling on your life and the lives of others is a dangerous
game. Don't wait until its too late to repair your car.

b. Under Japanese Road Laws, police officers have the
right to .avert. traffic danger by pulling a vehicle off to the
gide of the road when it iz not mechanically fit to be on the
road, ‘The officer then may give the driver an itemized list
of what needs to be done to make the vehicle safe. If the
officer deems necessary, he may affix a sticker to the front
of the unsafe vehicle, clearly visible to all, denoting that
the vehicle is in need of maintenance. HNeo person may remove
or destroy this sticker. This sticker can only be removed
after all discrepancies to the vehicle have been repaired, and
approval to remove the sticker has been received from the
administrative agency exercising authority over the vehicles
maintenance, or the nearest Chief of a police station in
accordance with precedence set forth in a Prime Ministers
Office Order or a Ministry of Transportation Order.

: c. If you own a vehicle, you are reguired to present
your vehlicle to a gualified mechanic and the military police
for a safety inspection as scheduled below:

{1) Vehicles under 10 years old must be Inspected
every two years.

14



(2) Vehicles over 10 years old must be inspected every
year. No person whose vehicle fails to meet the established
standards will receive a safety inspection decal. Any vehicle -
which does not pass the safety inspection, or has had the safety
inspection decal expire, may not be operated,

'18. Always Carry Proper Driving Forms

a. The only driver's licensce valld for use on Okinawa
by U.S. Forces personnel whlle operating privately owned ’
vehicles 1s the USFJ Form 4 (Operator's permit for civilian
Vehicles).

b. To receive the USFY Form 4, you must report to Marine
Corps Base, Camp Smedley D. Butler Safety Office with a valid
stateside (or U.S. Territory) drivera license and
satisfactorily complete required examinations.

c; If you employ an Okinawan chauffeur, they are.

required to have a USFJ Form 4 issued by the Safety office,'in'

addition to a Guvérnmpnt of Japan drivers license.

d. You are required to have your operator's permit on
your person at all times when operating a vehicle. Complying
with this simple requirement may prove more important than you
realize. Don't risk driving without it. : '

e. The forms you are required to have to operate a -
privately owned vehicle are as follows: USFJ Form 4; Military
Registration and Certificate of title of motor vehicle (DD
Form 430); Japanese Vehlcle Inspection Card and  Tax Stamp;
Vehicle Registration Decal (the Japanese Inspection Decal will
be displaied in the middle portion of the windshield behind
the inteérior rear view mirror): and if the vehicle is operated
by anyone, other than the owner or a member of the owners
family, for more than 24 hours, that individual must have a
power of attorney authorizing their use of the vehicle.

£f. Every owner of a privately owned vehicle within the
U.5. Forces in Japan/Okinawa must carry two types of insurance
which provides coverage both on and off military
installations. '

(1) The first type, a minimum $5,000 property damage,
is required by U.S. Military law and may be purchased from
either an authorized Japanese firm or a stateside company

licensed to do business in Japan. _
(2) The second is a 15,000,000 yen liability policy

required by Japanese law, It must be purchased from a firm
licensed by Japan. Japanese law requires vehicle owners:to
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carry in their car at all times, a form certifying that’ the
second type of policy has been purchased and is paid up. The
form is issued by the firm selling the policy and must be
registered at the provost marshal's office where the car was
registered.

.g. No one may operate a motor vehicle or motorized bicycle
without an operator's permit.

19, What to do in case of an accident. Despite traffic laws
and precautions taken by drivers, accidents will still happen.-
If you become involved in an aceident, whether it is your
fault or not, you should know what to do. If you, as the
driver, are involved in an accident, you must stop, identify
yourself, and exchange personal data with others inveolved. If
the traffi¢ accident involves more than minor property damage,
you must, unless incapacitated, attend to the injured to the
.best of your ability, and not leave the scene of the accident
until military and/or civil law enforcement personnel
authorize your departure. You are required to report all
accidents (major and minor) to the nearest provost marshal's
office in the area in which the accident occurred. Civil law
also requires.that a report of an accident be submitted -
immediately to local civil police authorities. No person may
operate a vehicle while under the influence of alcohel,
physical strain, or the effects of a medicine or any other
drug. . o

20. Watch for Pedestrians

a. Being a professional driver, ]'

CAR STOMPED
you must operate your vehicle in such
a manner as to not splash mud or water
on pedestrians. Splashing of mud or
water on a pedestrian is a violation of
the law, and can be prevented by equipping D R

your vehicle with mud-guards or by slowing
down. - )

person walking with their white cane,
or a child is walking alone without

any attending guardian, you must make

a temporary stop or. slow down and not
interfere with their passage or walking.

b. When you see a blind or deaf g
i

NOTE: Japanese children are taught that raising their arm in
the air means stop. You as a driver have to watch out for
these children as they have a habit of not looking or stopping
before they cross the street.
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c¢. ' Whenever a pedestrian is using, or walting to use a

marked crosswalk, you must slow your vehicle, or make a

temporary stop and not interfere with their passage or

walking. A pedestrian using a crosswalk has the right of way
over vehicles at all times. If you are the pedestrian, you .
must also realize that at a controlled intersection, you must -
obey the traffic/pedestrian signals also.

d. In general, you must be constantly on the watch for
pedestrians while operating your vehicle. You must slow down:
when passing established safety zones on the right half of the
road, and you must. be prepared to avert danger from other
vehicles by driving defensively at all times. (Appendix B;
Art i20a (9)) .

€. Any vehicle approaching a crosswalk is required to
travel at such a speed as to be able to stop bhefore entering
the crosswalk if necessary, except when there are no
pedestrians apparently attempting to cross it. When the )
pedestrian(s) is croasing or attempting to cross it ahead, the-
vehicle must stop and not interfere with the travel of the
pedestrian(s). (Art 38, para 1)

21. Exception to Ieft Hand Traffic. (Art 10, para 1) On the
road where no sidewalk is provided, pedestrians must- keep to

the right in principle; however, when it is dangerous to do so
or it is unaveidakle not to do so, pedestrians can walk along
the left edge of the road. For example:

a. When it is dangerous to walk due to a cliff on the
right side.

b.  When the danger increases by having to cross the road
several times to stog at several shops or other places.

¢, When the blind are guided by a seeing eye dog that.
hag been trained to keep to the left.

d. When parked vehicles, etc. obstruct right hand
traffic. . )

@, - blagonal crossing at intersections is prohibited in
principle; however, pedestrians can cross- by the way of
diagonal crosswalks where they are provided. (Art 12, para 2)

-
'

¥
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22. 'Things to Remember

a. "Any time you are using your vehicle to go anywhere
where alcohol is being served, insure that you assign a
designated driver to get everyone home safe. Make sure that
yogr designated driver has a USFJ Form 4, so they can legally
drive. ’ :

w5 |
Y 85-36 ]

~ b. When you are driving at night time during inclement’
weather you have to pay c¢lose attention to your driving. The
Japanese do not use reflective material in their paint and the
road markings tend to disappear when wet. : )

‘€. Never follow anothexr vehicle too closely; it may stop
suddenly. .Always keep a safe distance from other vehicles so
" that you can stop in an emergency without having an accident.

- d. You must keep you interior dome lights turned off
while your vehicle is in motion. Exceptions are buses,
taxies, and other vehicles that are permitted or reqiired by
"law to keep their dome lights on.

e.. When approaching a raised bus island where passengers
are loading or unloading, you must slow down to 10 kilometers
per hour. If passengers are debarking or loading where there
is no raised bus island, you are requgred to come to a stop.

f. When you hear a siren indicting that an emergency
vehicle is approaching you, you must pull over to the left as
far .as possible and come to a complete stop until the
emergency vehicle has passed. On a one-way street or
melti-lane road, it is permissible to stop on the right side
s0 the emergency vehicle can proceed on the left,
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.~ g, There is one Japanese custom you are expected to follow
if you should become involved in a fatality or personal injury
accldent- the "condolence procedures.” This is the Japanese
custom of making a personal visit to the injured party (or
family of the deceased) to express sympathy. . :

h. After each accident or mishap that results in the death
of a Japanese national whether suffered by an employee in '
connection with their -employment or resulting from acts or
omisgions by U.S. Forces personnel acting in the performance
of official duties, a ‘representative of the unit or staff

" office (an appropriate senior officer} should:

{1) Pay a call of condolence at the home ﬁf the
deceased as expeditiously as possiblae. o

(2} Express sympathy and regrets to the next of kin.

{3) Learn the desires of the family regarding
attendance at the funeral. .

‘ {4) Attend the funeral, unless such attendance
conflicts with the expressed desires of the family. .

(5) Present to the family before or during the
funeral, an appropriate floral tribute and/or a token money
offering, if voluntary contributions are received which makes
such an action possible.. Customarily, money offerings are
presented to the family of the deceased by guests at the

. funeral and are used to defray funeral expenses. . The amount

of the offering varies according to circumstances. The money
is always presented in special wrapper available at Okinawan

stationary, stores.

.i. sSerious injury to one or more Japanese Nationals,
whether suffered by an employee in connection with their
employment or resulting from acts or omissions by U,S. Forces
personnel acting in the.performance of official duties, a .
representative of the unit or staff office should pay cne -or
more comfort visits. Fruit or floral tributes, or sum of
money specially wrapped and voluntarily donated to defray
known serious financial hardships faced by the family of the
injured person(s), may be presented during these visits.

3. Gestures of sfmpathy should also be made when

'Jabénese employees of the U.S. Forces face serious personal or

family misfortunes not listed above.
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k. Military and civilian members of U.S. Forces, and their
dependents, who become invelved in any accident or mishap that
results in the death or serious injury of, or misfortune to, a
Japanese National under circumstanca- other than those described
above are advised to:

{1) Make expressions of condolence similar to those
described above. Unit commanders or Chief of Staff officers as
applicable, will determine the amount of the solarium payment to
an individual, on a case by case basis. Consideration will be
given to the extent of the injury and the economic condition of
the individual injured or, in the case of death, the eccnomic
condition of the surviving family. :

The payment will be offered in the name of the unit or
orqanization of the individual involved in the injury or
death.

(2) Consult with representatives of their 1nsurance
company before you initiate condolence actions relative toc an
incident arising from the operation of a privately owned
vehicle. :

1. During condolence actions, remarks that might be
construed as an admission of liabllity, should not be voiced.

m. The observancé of these courtesies does not
constitute an acceptance by you, or assumes you are
responsible for the accident. It is an expression of sympathy
only, and may be of considerable importance if legal action is
taken against you, :

n. If you require additional information on condolence
actions, refer to Base Order 5720.6_, or contact your unit's
legal assistance officer. .

23. The Traffic point System

a. The "Traffic Point System" is a method by which
commanders and supervisors may evaluate the driving habits and
performance of personnel under their jurisdiction or
adm1nistrative control.

b. This system asasesses specific points against the
driving regord of personnel who have been judged guilty of
" violating traffic laws, on or off U.S. installations.

c. The Provost Marshal will advise the commander or
supervisor of the accumulation of points on each traffic
violation forwarded.
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- d. The commander will counsel the individual on safe
driving practices and warn them. that their privilege of
operating a private motor vehicle is in jeopardy.

. @. When the violator's point accumulation reaches 12,
traffic court, under the authority of the Base Inspector, will
revoke the drivers license, and inform the violator's command
of the action taken,.

- f. Points assessed against an 1ndi§idual will remain in
effect for a 24 wonth periocd. The expiration of a suspension
period will cause the removal of all points assessed. .

qg. If an individual is apprehended for operating a motor

", vehicle while his operator's permit is suspended, action will be

taken to convert their suspension to a permanent revocation.

[ PosT orrice |

. 24. Traffic Fine Procedure

. a. The traffic fine system in Japan ig a procedure under
which a person who commits certain offenses in violation of
the traffic laws is exempt from criminal prosecution by paying
a sum of mone{ fixed by law or ordinance at a post office or
banking facility. .

b. If you viclate any traffic law, you will be given a
violation ticket, to include-the sum of the traffic fine, by a
police official. If you have any doubt about the alleged
violatien, you may report to a senior police official and
express your opinion.

c. You may pay your traffic fine at a Japanese post
office, or at any Bank of Japan, or other bank having an agent
of -the Bank of Japan. Payment cannot be made directly to the
Japanese policé. Fines may be paid in two ways:

(1) You must pay your traffic ticket within 7 days of

receipt of the citation. (one day is added if the seventh day
falls on a Sunday or a Japanese holiday). This systenm is
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called provisional payment. if you follow this procedure, you
‘are not reguired to report to the police station. C :

(2) In some instances, you may be required to report
to a senior police official at the police station designated
on your violation ticket, (within 10 days, 1f a specific date
to report is not listed .on your ticket) prior to paying your
fine. If you do not report to the police station or pay your .
fine as outlined in (1) above, a notificatjon will be mailed ’
to you by certified mail When this notification is mailed,
you must pay the certified postal charges in addition to your *
traffic fine, :

d. If you fail to pay your traffic fine, you may be
prosecuted under regular criminal procedures and possible
criminal punishment by the Japanese Courts. :

25, Offenses and Fines. Traffic tickets issued by Japanese
police will indicate the offense and the amount of the fine. 1In
rare casaes, the amount of the fine chown on the traffic ticket
may be changed at the Notification Center, and you could be
either reimbursed for making an cverpayment, .or required to pay
an adgitional cost, Appendix {A) contains a list of offenses
and fines. ’

AND...SC

Use common sense at all times, whether you are driving or
walking. Don't forget the simple things, such as, closing the
doors on your vehicles and using all safety devices that you
may have in your vehicle. Avoid jumping from moving vehlcles
or. hanging out the windows of then.

. By showing your respect for Japanese Traffic Laws, you
become a good personal ambassador to Japan. This respect will
further cement the harmonious relations between the United
States and Japan. This will reveal our good faith towards
Japan and her people by proving Americans okey the laws of
other countries as well as thelr own.
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SECTION TII

TRAFFIC SIGNS OF JAPAN

1. 1In Japan, traffic control signs are quite different from
those in the United States. Obviously a driver cannot obey
read traffic laws - or most important - DRIVE SAFELY ~ unless
he understands the meaning of the traffic signs. This
pamphlet is designed to provide information to help you drive
1awfu11y and safely in Japan,

2. Road signs, like traffic laws, exist to help keep traffic
moving efficlently and safely. Your understanding and obedience
" of road signs will mean more pleasant, more efficient and safer
motoring for you and your family.

SHABE, STANDARD SIZE, COLOR, AND LOCATION OF ROAD SIGNS

CONTABL Mo

e 0 ]

YAAFPIC 1 ANE

BETaun

The size of these traff1c control devices will vary but the
shapes and colors will be standard. ZLocation of signs will
also vary and may be fixed to traffic signals, telephone poles,
'1ight posts, and other structures.

In addition they may also be posted
as shown at right to insure instant
identifjcation. It is important to
recognize the shapes and colors: of
all traffic control devices. This

is one of the best methods of knowing
what is reguired of you as a vehicle
operator. (All signs are shown in
color in back of this pamphlet.)

BUERNEAD STYLE

Sudnauns
e
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ROAD CLOSED: Prohibits the movement of pedestrians, bicy
cles, carts, and motor vehicles of any type into the street pro-
tected by thie device, :

ROAD CLOSED FOR VEHICLES: Prohibits all vehicles from
enlering the street protected by this device,

ROAD CLOSED. FOR MOTOR VEHICLES EXCEPT MOTOR.
CYCLES: Prohibits the movement of all three and four-wheeled
vehicles on the streel protected by this device. Two-wheeled
vehicles may move past this sign without viotation.

o

o

ROAD CLOSED FOR LARGE SIZED TRUCKS AND SPECIAL
JUTY VEHICLES: Prohibits the travel of al} trucks with a
rogs weight of more than 8 tons or with a total overall length of
tore than 26 feet. Thie signdoes not prohlbit buses from trav-
lling on the street or road protected by this sign. Note the
leture outline an the slgn which indicates what type vehicle'is
rohibited from moving past thie control device,
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RCAD CLOSED FPOR LARGE SIZED PASSENGER VEHICLES:
Prohlbits the movement of large buses (capacity 30 or more)
past this traffic control device, Again note that the vehlcle
prohibited from travelling onthis street i3 outlined on the sign.

ROAD CLOSED FOR MOTORCYCLES AND MOTORBIKES
Prohibite the movement of motorbikes, scoolers, and motor
cycles pant thia sign. Ordinarybicycles, three-wheeled motor
vehicles and all other four -wheeled motor vehicles may proceed
past this sign without violating the Road Traffic Law.

ROAD CLOSED FOR LIGHT VEHICLEE EXCEPT BICYCLES
Prohibita theiravel of carts, lorss or cxdrawn vehiclas, from
travelling on the street or road protected by this elgn.  Allpow-
ered vehicles and bicycles may travel at will without violaiion,

ROADCLOSED FOR BICYCLES: Prohibltathe trave] of bieycle
only. The movewment of all other vehicles 1a not restricted by
-this sign.
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A B c
ROAD CLOSED FOR MOTOR VEHICLES (COMBINATION):

Prohibits two diiferant types of vehictas from moving past the
aigns shown,

A - Road clossd to all typs motor vehicles and powerad
cycles,

B -:}mﬂ closed to largs sized trucks and large sized
'TH

C - Road closed to bicycles and carta,

ROAD CLOSED FOR PEDESTRIANS: Indicates that no pedes-

trlan cany walk on the road or sireet protected by this eys.

Cas g

NO PEDESTRIAN CROSSING: Indicates that pedestrian must
not cross the road at locations between posted signe. Note ar-
rows which indicate areas controlled by this sign,
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MAY TURN LEFT: When a green arrow shows on the traffic
signal board as shown in Ihe left illugtration, vehicle can turn
left in apite of red or yellow signal. When a sign is posted as
ahown in the right illustration, vehicle 'may turn left without
the permission of the police officer controiling traflic. Note
that left turn is made from traffic lane nearest curb.

The rectangular sign shown-above and identified by "section™
and "period" will be installed below a traffic control device
apd will refer to local section of the roadway znd the special
time that this control sign will be eflective, i.e., the "Ruad
Closed for Vehicles™ sign mighl be In effect for a 10-mile dis-
tance and from 0800 to 1600 hours. This information would be
shown on this lype aign, These auxiliary slgns are white with
black letters. Distances are generally shown In‘kilometers.

ONE WAY: This slgnwill beposted to Indicate one-waytravel,
No backingor "U" turn is allowed on these streets. As shows,
above, two aigns may be posted at the entrance of the one-way

road, :
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+ MOTOR VEHICLES PROHIBITED TO ENTER: This aign will
be posted at the exit of a one-way roadand Indicates that no ve-
hicle may enter. The above illustration Is an example of an
intersection at the exit of o one-way street. Note the direc-
tional control signe in foreground.

NO TRAVEL EXCEPT IN DESIGNATED DIRECTION (A-D})

%1‘ ¢f==

These slgns are self-explanatory.

The maln thing to remember where arrowa are in evidence on

blue circular signs, 18 that you can go in the direction that the
arrow is pointing.
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PROCEED IN THE DESIGNATED DIRECTION: This sign will
be poated in {ront of road obstructions to indicate direction of.
travel for all vehicles. The above illustratlon shows that ve
hicle must travel on the left side of the copstruction urea

.. EHD QF ™ HD CIG"ING
END OF “Ha u TuRN" . Ta lIG
3

GAs Tvg
STATION

NO "U" TURN: This gign prohibita "U" turns. Fine lines
show "U" turn practices that are prohibited. You will note
that this color combination is dliferent ‘from those signs that
have arrows that indicate directionto travel. This sign means
"DO NOT FOLLOW THE ARROW. "

NO RIGHT TURN: This sign indicates that no vehicle can croas
the roadway to right. Notethearrows which indicate those two
maneuvers that are probibited, Again this &ign prohibits
mavement in directlon that arrow is pointing,

NO PASSING: Prohibits you from passing the vehicle in front.
Note the small sign at the top of the sign in background This
indicates the end of the no passing zone.
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No passing on either side of No passing on side ‘where
solid yellow line. solid yellow line is installed
because of atreet car tracks.

No passing on nide where s0l- No passing on side where
id vellow line is installed. &olid yellow line is installed.

No passing on either side of Nopagaing onone-way sireet,
center Jins, R (Note yellow line marker,)

MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT: ' This aign indicates the maximum
apeed that a vehlcle may travel under ideal conditions. Speed
limits are occasionally shown onthe pavement with yellow figure,

_ When these pigne are in evidence, it im an indication that the
maximum speed ig different from the regular speed limits pro-
vided by the Road Traffic Law. (See next page for established
speed llmits. )
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HEDIUE
SPEED
vEmCLE

VEHISLE

Speeds vary on different roads and highwaye, i. €., ona 8-lane
highway (3 lanes each way)3 different speeds may be legal. The
maximum speed for each type of vehicle is shown by the round
sign.  The auxiliary sign (rectangular, located below round
sign) Indicates the type of vehicle that may travel in this lane.
" Where multiple lane highways are built, lane speeds will be indi-
cated by yellow figures installed cn pavement. o

NOTE: Numbers on apeed signs indicate kilometers per hour. -

MINIMUM SPEED LIMIT: Minimum speeds generally are re-
gutred on super highways and heavily travelled streets. These
minimurm speeds are designated by round signs and mean that no
motor vehicle can travel at a speed less than that designated on
the sign. It is important to remember that the only difference
between minimum speed signs and maximum speed signs ia the
heavy line below the minimum speed figure. .

REMEMBER - No line beneath figure - maximum speed Hmit.
i.ire beneath figuré means minimum speed limit.

THO OF MAXMUN WPEED

END OF RESTRICTED ZONE: The end of any speed zone I8 in-
aicated by a combinatfon of & main slgn and an auxtliary sign as
shown above. In addition, the end of speed zone may be indicated
by road mark on pavement as shown. '
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NO PARKING: (LEFT PICTURE} Parking is prohibited where
- thie sign is erected. Note broken yellow line on curb that des-
ignates no parking zone. ‘ .

NO PARKING OR STOPPING: (RIGHT PICTURE) Parking and
stopping are prohibited where this sign Is erected. Note solid
yellow line which designates the no parking or stopping zone.

When 2 specific period of time Is deslgnated when parking or -
stopping is not authorized, figures showing these unauthorized

periods are shown at the top of the signs, in the red frame aréa.

Note that the above time period ia 0800 to 2000 hours, }.e., no

parking or no parking or stopping, as the case may be, is allowed

from 0800 to 2000 hours. )

The above lllustration Is an example of how "No Parking™
_aect&ox are ldentified when curb markings, as ahown are
omli : .
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PARKING CLEARANCESB: (LEFT PICTURE} The above {llus-
tration indicates that no vehicle may park unless there is & clea-
rance of 6 meters (19.7 feet) to the right of the vehicle when it
{aparked. This mightallow a small vehicle to park in this area
and prohibit an American car from parking because of its addéed
width. Thie restriction can be identified by the aize and color
of the signand the number shown at the right edge df the rectan-
gular sign.

PARKING HOUR LIMIT: (RIGHT PICTURE) The above
lustration indicates that parking is restricted to leas than one
hour. Theroundsignis a "no parking' sign and the rectangular
signallows temporary parking for alimited time. Together they
represent a time parking zone of less than one hour. Maximuin
parking time may be determined by the number shown-on left
nide of rectangular sign.

PARKING AREA OR MAY PARK: This pign marke designated
parking areas. For example, these signa are posted to show

. olf-street and on-street parking zones,
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PARKING PERMITTED: The sign shown on leit indicates that
parking {g permitted on the right side of 2 one-way street. Note
no parking sign on left alde of street.

MAY STOP: The sign shown on right indicates that stopping 18
permitted at the areas where sign 18 erected.  Sign must be
identified by its shape and color and the configuration of Japan-
ese symbols.

|
i
NOTE: Parking is not normally allowed on the right aide of a \
one-way streel. ] ‘r

T bweTRm

Methods of designating parking areas are phown above. Theae
methods are simllar to those used by stateside traffic engineers.

A - Shows parking areas barallel to edge of roadway.
B - Shows $0 degree parking stalla.
€ - Shows angle parking,’

PROCEED SLOWLY: This sign indicates an area where speed
must be reduced. Reduced speed means to travel at such a
apeed aa to be able to stop immediately.
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STOF: This slgnrequires all vehicles to Atop and proceed when
croas trafflc will allow safe entrance,

SOUND HORN: This aign requires that all vehicles must sound
horn,
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TRAFFIC LANE: The above illustration shows traffic lane marking
and traffic lane signs that identify the proper lane for you to
travel, Failure to drive your vehicle in the proper lane is a
moving violation.

NGTE: The type of the road in this illustration is same as shown
. in ililustration of page 33. However, the vehicle traffic lane
signs that are shown overhead make the lanes of travel for the
vehicles different from those stated in illustration of page-33.

You mist travel in the lane designated by the overhead signs

- you may not understand Japanese characters, but in this case,
Lane (1) is for two-wheeled motor vehicles, small special vehi-
cles, motorized bikes, and light vehicles, Lane (2) is for motor
vehicles, other than two-wheeled motor vehicles, and trolley
buses, and Lane {(3) is for ordinary passenger cars.

In case when only two overhead signs are provided for a three
lare road, Lane (1} is for two-wheeled motor vehicles, small )
special wvehicles, motorized bikes, -and light vehicles, Lane (2)
is for motor vehicles excluding two-wheeled motor vehicles, and
Lane (3) designates no vehicles and is for passing only.

+
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{1} Lane - Two-wheeled motor vehiclea {including motorized
blkes), amall speciai vehicles, and light vehictes.

(2) Lane - Motor vehicles, other thantwo-wheeled motor vehi-
cles, and trolley buaes,

(3) Lane - Ordinary passenger cars.

NOTE: The same rules as states in the
preceding note, page 32, shall apply in
this cacsle, excegt hat e, road markings
are used instead of road signs. Lanes
may or may not be numbered,

WEIGHT LIMIT: This sign indicates the maximum weight of

load and vehicle that may move over the road where the algn is

located. The number on the signa show the ton weight that can
- be moved {load weight and vehicle weight),
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« HEIGHT LIMIT: Shows maximurn height of vehicle or load that
may be moved past this sign. This sign prohibite vehicles or
loads which are more than 3.3 meters high (10 feet 10 inches).

MAXIMUM WIDTH: Indicates maximum width of vehicle or load
that may move past this type sign.  This sign indicates that
vehicles or loads not more than 2.2 meters (7 [eet) wide may
proceed on thig street. Note the minor difference between the
height 1imit sign and width limit sign. The locafion of the in-
verted angle gives a good identity to the sign - location’of trian-
gle at aide of circle - width limit sign. Location of triangle at
top and bottom of ¢ircle - height limit sign.

ROAD CLOSED FOR VEHICLE CARRYING EXPLOSIVES: This

sign prohibite the movement ofdangerous eargo (explosives,
flammable liguids, gunpowder, LOX, etc.), beyond a specified
llmit. This sign will not normally apply to off-duty activities
but -could be .important U you are assigned the job of driving a
government vehicle. Again this sign must be identified by color
and shape and the Japanese symbols.
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INTEREECTION COMTROLLED @Y
NEHAL (PAVED ROAD)

IMTERLECTION ¥ITH WO
UdNAL COHNTADL (PAVED)

0

PEDESTRIAN CROS8S WALK SIGNS: Sign A s for the general
pubtic including children. Sign B designates a achool children
crose walk. Because of the heavlly populated area around Tokya
and the heavy foot traffic, it 1s absolutely easential that these two
signs and road markings be understood - and observed. Vou
will note that where a trafflc control device {stop and go signal}
iz installed these signs may not be installed. However, vehicle
control remaine the same aince the expasure to pedestrian traf-
tic 18 ever present. Vehicles are required to stop when peden-
trians are Ina cross walk. Vehicles shall atop ahort of the
cross walk and shall ot obstruct the croas walk.
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MAY DRIVE ON TRAM WAY: Upper left sign indicates that
passenger car only can travel on the streetcar tracks.

SAFETY ZONE: Lower right sign.

MOTOR VEHICLES ONLY:  This sign allows travel on highway
by motor vehicles only. Carts,’ bieyeles, powered cycles and
pedestrians are prohibited from travelling on this highway or
road. Note this slgn (color blue) allows vehicle shown to move
on street protected by the slgn, Another round sign with the
same vehicle outlined (red framed) prohibits vehicle from mov-
Ing through the slgn. The only difference is the color of the
gign. It ls important that you remember this difference.
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RICHT TURN: Thecircleinthe center of an intersection means
that right hand turns must be made by keeping to the left of the
circle. This law applies to motor vehicles, class #2 powered
cycles and buses. :

RIGHT TURNS: When the intersection is marked with this con-
figuration your method of right turn is controlled by the side or
the endof the configuration. I your right turn brings you par-
allel to the long side of this {igure you cut the center of the in-
tersection and more to the right of the figure.

_If your right hand turnbrings you parallel tothe end of the figure

then you must keep to the left and circle the figure for a right
turn. . .

RUGHT SIDE TRAVEL: On steep and graded roads, cross .,
wver center line is permitted only when arrows are locatec as
shown in s tlustratuon,
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APPENDIX B

PENALTY PROVISIONS OF JAPANESE TRAFFIC LAWS

Article 211 of the Criminal Code is not a part of the Road
Traffic law but a close connection with it. Injury or death
resulting from negligence in a traffic accident will be adjudged
under Article 211. Articles 115 through 117 apply to other
traffic offenses. ) o

ARTICLE 211. (Death or Bedily Injury through Professional
Regligence) A person who fails to use such care as is required
in the conduct of his profe551on or occupation and thereby kills
or injures ancther shall be punished with imprisconment for not
more than 5 years or a fine of not more than 500,000 yen. The
same applies to a person who by gross negligence injures or
causes the death of another. (NOTE' If a person who possesses
an operator's permit kills or injures another through
negligence, he will be adjudged under the first part ’
(professional negligence) of this article. If a person who does
not possess an operator's permit kills or injures ancther, he
will be adjudged under the provisions of the second part (gross
negl;gence) of this article.)

‘ARTICLE 115. Any person who has caused a traffic hazard on a
road by unlawfully tampering with a traffic signal (mechanism),
or by unlawfully moving a road sign or road marker established
by the Public safety Commission, or by unlawfully damaging a
traffic signal (mechanism), or a road sign, or a marker
established by the Public Safety Commission shall be punished
with imprisonment at forced labor for not more than 5 years or a
fine of not more than 200,000 yen.

ARTICLE 116. Any operator of a vehicle who fails to use care as
refuired in the conduct of his profession or, due to gross
negligence, damages a building of any other person, shall be
punished with imprisonment for not more than 6 months or a f1ne
of nut more than 100,000 yen.

ARTICLE 117. Any person who has failed to take necessary
measures in a traffic accident resulting in persomal injury or
death shall be punished with imprisonment at forced labor for
not more than. 3 years or a fine of not more than 200, 000 yen.

ARTICLE 117-2. Any person who violates any of the following
subparagraphs shall be punished with imprisonment at forced
labor for not more than 2 yvears or a fine of not more than
100,000 yen.



a. Any person who has violated the provisions prohibiting
driving while under the influence of alcohol by becoming
intoxicated due to alcohel and operating a vehicle (defined as a
condition where there is apprehension that normal operation of a
vehicle cannot be undertaken due to influence of alcchol), or
who has violated the provision prohibiting driving while under
physical strain. -

b. Any person who has failed to take necessary measures in
a traffic accident (excluding those cases referred to in Articgle
117). ‘ .

Cc. Any person who has obtained a driver's permit through
unlawful means.

ARTICLE 118

d. Any person who comes under any of the respective
subparagraphe below shall be punished with imprisonment at
forced labor for not more than 6 months or a fine of not more
than 100,000 yen:

(1) Any person who has operated, without obtaining the
license concerned, a vehicle that may not be operated or
manipulated unless an operator's license is obtained under the
provision of a law and/or.order (includes cases where the

validity of said license is suspended under a provision of a law:

and/or order).

: (2) Any person who has compelled another person to drive
a vehicle when the latter is in such condition as no safe
driving can be expected because of overwork, illmess, under the.
influence of alcohol, or other similar reasons.

(3) Aany pefson who has failed to observe maximum speed
limits. :

(4) Any person who has installed without permission any
signal device road sign, or any other similar structure, or any-
person who has built any structure or has placed any article
which may adversely affect the proper functioning of any signal
device, road sign, or any other similar instrument.

b. Any person who has committed the offense mentioned in
paragraph a. (3) due to negligence shall be punished with
imprisonment for not more than 3 months or a fine of not more
than 100,000 yen. )



ARTICLE 119

a. Any person who comes under any of the respective sub-
paragraphs below shall be puriished with imprisonment at forcead
labor for not more than 3 months or a fine of not more than
50,000 yen.

(1) Any operator of a vehicle who has violated the
provisions establishing traffic signal or duty to cbserve the
prohibition or restriction imposed by the Public Safety
Commission, chief of the police station, or police officer.

{2) Any person who has committed such an act that is in
viclation of the provisions of Article 33 (places where passing
is prohibited), Article 42 (place where slowing is regquired), or
Article 43 (temporary stopping).

{2)-2. Any person who has committed such an act as
improper passing, making a turn at places where such turn is
prohibited, passing at no passing area, failure to give the
right of way, failure to stop for a pedestrian who has the right
of way, or making turn at the designated superhighway.

(3) Any person who has failed to obey the order of a
.police officer (measure against illegal parking).

(4) Any person who has ignored the order to stop by a
police officer or any other order issued by him.

(5) Any person who has ignored the order to stop by a
police officer, or has refused the request to see necessary
documents, or has refused inspection by a pelice officer, or any
person who obstructs the action of a police officer.

(6) Any person who has failed to obey the order of a
police officer given as a result of vehicle inspection.

(7) Any person who has ignored the order to stop by a
police officer (measure for preventing danger when it is R
believed that the vehicle is being driven in violation of art
117-2). _ - -

(8) Any person who has failed to drive safely.
1]

: (9) Any person who failed to stop for a child, infant
without a guardian, blind person, another physically handi-
capped person, or pedestrian or properly marked pedestrian
crosswalk, or who failed to slow down when passing a safety
zone. ‘ :



(10} Any person who has failed to render a report in’
case of traffic accident.

b. Any person who has committed the offense mehtioned in

paragraphs a. (1), (2), (5), or {9) due to negligence shall be
punished with a fine of not more than 100,000 yen.

ARTICLE 120

a. Any person who comes under any of the respective sub-.

paragraphs below shall be punished with a fine of not more than
50,000 yYen:

(1) Any operator of a vehicle who has failed to obey the
prohibition, restriction, or orders of a police officer who.
- attempts to relieve traffic congestion by ordering the operator
to more his vehicle.

(2) Any person who has committed an act that is in
violation of the provisions governing duty to yield right of
way, passing procedures, turning procedures, right of way for
emergency vehicles, and right of way at an intersection.

(3} Any person who has committed an act that is in’
violation of the provisions governing vehicle traffic lanes,
places where passing is prohibited, places where slowing down is
required, and temporary stops at designated places.

(4) Any person who violates the traffic regulation of
the public Safety Commission regarding prohibition of crossing.

: {5} any person who has committed an act that is in
violation of the provisions for places where stopping and
parking are prohibited, places where parking is prohibited, how
to park, and lights for wvehicles.

(6) Any person who has committed an act that is in
violation of the provision governing how to stop.

{7) Any person who has violated the Public Safety
Commission's limitation on parking time.

: (8) Any person who has viclated the provisions governing
lights for vehicles and use of horns.

{9) Any person whe has violated the provisions governing
signals, matters to be observed by an operator, prohibited acts,
or duty to carry and produce a license.



(10) Any person who has violated the provisions -
governing loading, load limits, and towing.

(11) Any person who operates a vehicle on a high speed .
motor vehicle nmational highway in violation of the provision
governing minimum speed limit.

(12) Any person who fails to obey an order by a pol;ce
officer in case of a traffic accident.

(13) Any person who has violated the provisions
governing use of roads.

{(14) Any person who is learning how to drive a motor
vehicle without a temporary permit.

(15) Any perscn who has obtained a license or has
transferred or loaned a license to any other person through
fraud, or by any other illegal means.

b. Any person who has committed any offense listed in
paragraphs a. (3}, (4), (5), or (8) due to negligence shall be
punished with a fine of not more than 50,000 ven.

ARTICLE 121

a. Any person who comes under any of the‘respectlve sub-
paragraphs listed below shall be punzshed with a fine of no more
than 20,000 yen:

(1) Any pedestrian who fails to observe mechanical
traffic signals, the hand signals, etc., of a police officer, or
who fails to obey the prohibition and restriction imposed by the
Public Safety Commission, chief of the police station, or a
police officer prohibiting and restricting a traffic movement,

(2) Any person who has failed te obey the direction of a
police officer (instruction on method of travel).

(3) Any person who has committed an act that is in
violation of laws maintaining distance between vehicles or
marking a left or right turn.

- (4) Any person whoe has violated the provisions on the
use of horns.

(5} Any person who fails to carry and produce a license.



b. Any person who has committed an offense listed in
~ paragraph a.(5) due to negligence shall be punished with a fine
of ndt more than 20,000 yen.

ARTICLE 122. Any punishment to be meted out to an operator of a
vehicle may be cause to exceed the maximum term (of confinement)
or maximum amount (of a fine) prescribed in each respective
article, whenever the operatnr concerned was under the influence
of alcohol when he committed the offense prescribed in Articles
118a(l) or 118a(3), Articles 11%a(l), 119a(2}, 1l9a(2)-2,
119a(5), or 1l19a(9), Articles 120a{2), 120a(4), 120a(l0), -
120a{14), or article 12ia(5), or has committed through
negligence an offense prescribed in Article 118a(3), Articles
11%a({l1l), anhd 11%a(9), or Articles 120a(3) and 120a(4). Twice
the prescribed mawximum term of imprisonment at forced-labor |
shall be codnsidered the maximum term, and twice the amount of
the prescribed maximum fine shall be considered the maximum fine
that may be imposed in each.

ARTICLE 123. The term public Safety Commission used in the
provisions of this law, insofar as it concerns application of
the prov1sions of this chapter, shall include the Regional
Public Safety Commission that has delegated authority.
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APPENDIX C

GENERAL PROViSIONS

Art. 2 (Definition of terms) - In this law, terms given in
following items shall contain meanings as indicated.

{1) 'Road" means the road provided in Article 2, paragraph
1 of the Road Law (Law No. 180, 1952), the motor vehicle road
provided in Article 2, paragraph 8 of the Road Transportation
Law {Law No. 183, 1951) and other places which are in general
traffic uge.

. {2} "Bidewalk" means the portion of a road partitioned by
curbings, guardrails or other similar structures intended for
pedestrian passage use.

{3) "Vehicular road" means the portion of a road partitioned
by curbings or guardrails or other gsimilar structures or road
markings set aside for vehicle passage use,

{3-2) "Main vehicular lane" means that vehicular rocad as
stipulated in defining main vehicular lane of National
Expressways (means roads as specified by Article 4, paragraph
1 of National Expressway Law (Law No. 79, 1957).. Hereinafter
the same shall apply.) or Motorways (means motorways as
specified by Article 48~4, paragraph I of Road Law. Herein-
after the same shall apply.)

(3-3) "Cycle track" means the portion of vehicular roads
partitioned by curbings, guardrails or other similar structures
set aside for bicycle passage use.

(3-4) "Road shoulder zone" means that long and narrow
portion of ground indicated by road markings that separate
it from the vehicular road, at the edge ¢f a road where no
sidewalk is established or a roadside where no sidewalk is
established, set aside as passage for pedestrians or reserved
to make vehicular roads more effective.

(4) "Pedestrian crossing” means that portion of a road
marked by road signs or road markings (hereinafter called
road signs, etc.) and set aside for pedestrians to use.

- v

(5) "Intersection" means that porticn where two or more
roads (in the case wherein there is a distinction between the
sidewalk and the roadway, the roadway) cross each other, such
as cross-roads, T-shape roads, etc.

~



(6) "Safety zone" means that islet-like area established
on a road for the safety of those who get on or off street-
cars or the pedestrians crossing the road, or the portion of
a road indicated by a road sign and reoad markings that the
area is safety zone.

{7} "Vehicular lane" means that portion of a road shown

- by road markings in the case wherein it is shown by such

road markings that vehicles should move along the designated
portion of the road.

{8) "vehicle" means a motor vehicle, moped, light vehicle
and trolley

{9) "Motor vehicle® means a vehicle which is operated by
means of a motor without depending on rails or cables and a -
moped does not fall within this category.

(10) "Moped" means a vehicle which is operated by means
of a motor with the exhaust volume or standard power out-put
less than that laid down by the Prime Minister's Office Order,
moreover without depending on rails or cables.

{11) "Light vehicle" means a bicycle, cart and others, or
those which are drawn by human, domestic animals or other
vehicles {sledges, cows and horses are included)}, moreover .
without depending on rails with the exception of wheel chairs
for the disabled and vehicles for children.

{12y “Trblley-bus“_means-a vehicle which is operated on
rails.,

{13) "Street—-car" means a vehicle which is operated on
rails.

{14) "signal" means a device which is operated by electric
power and shows signals for traffic control, etc. by lights
concerning traffic of a road.

{15). "Road sign" means a sign boaxd which points out
requlation oxr direction concerning the traffic on a road.

(16) "Road markings" mean a marking which points out
restrictions or indications with reference to the traffic
on a road, and the lines of tacks, paint, stones, etc. drawn
on the surface of a road, marks or letters shall come within
this category. -

{17} "Driving" means the use of a vehicle or street-car

(hereinafter called "vehicle, ete.") in compliance with. his
intended original use.

C-2



{18) "parking” means that a vehicle, etc. stops continucusly
to wait for passengers and goods; for loading and unloading or
because of an accident or others {any stop for not exceeding
5 minotes for loading or unloading of goods and also for
alighting and boarding of persons will be excluded), or such
state that beside atopping the person who opetates the said
vehicla, ete. (hereinafter called "Driver") is away from the
same and is unable to drive it immediately.

(19} “Stopping“ means that a véhicle, etc, has come to a
halt, and parking does not fall under this category.

(20} "Slowing down" means that a vehicle, etc. proceeds at
such a speed that it can be stopped instantly

(21) "Overtaking and passing” means that a vehicle, etc.
overtakes apother vehicle, etc. it passes the side of such
overtaken vehicle, etc. by changing its course, and then-
proceeding to the front of the said vehicle, etc.

{22) "Hindrance to movement” means that a vehicle, etc,
continues or starts to travel when fear exists that other
vehicles, etc. should suddenly change their speed or direction
in oxdexr to prevent any potential hazard that might occur
because of actions taken by the said vehicle, etc.






APPENDIX D

SUMMARY OF REVISION OF ROAD TRAFFIC LAW

1. COUNTERMEASURES TO SERIQUS VIOLATIONS

a. Regulations and penal provisions related toc "driving
under the influencé of intoxicating liquor" are strengthened.

(1) Any person shall not drive a vehicle, etc. under
the influence of intoxicating liquor. (65}

(2) The maximum texm of imprisomnment at forced labor,
which is imposed on a person who drives a vehicle, etc. )
getting intoxicated, is raised from 1 year to 2 years.

(3) Any person, who drives a vehicle, etc., under the
influence of intoxicating liquor and at that time has in his
body an amount of alcohol more than that laid down by Cabinet
Order (i.e. 0.5 mg of alcohol per mililiter of blood or -0.25
mg of alcohol per liter or expiration) shall be punished.
(117-2, 119I (11-3))

(4) Any person shall not serve intoxicating ligquor to
a perdon who ir feared to be driving a vehicle, etc. {65I1)

b, The term, during which a person shall not be delivered
a driver's license after his driver's license was revoked or
80 onh, may be posatponed within 3 years. (881, 901V, 103vI &
107-5I) ’

€. The punishment to be imposed on a supervisor for safe
driving, who orders or admits a person to drive a vehicle, etc.
getting intoxicated, or without a driver's license, etc. is
" raised to the same punishment as imposed on a driver who does
such driving. (75{ 317-2, 1190 & 119)

2. TRAFFIC VIOLATION PROCEDURE

a. Traffic violation procedure is to be applied to a
Juvenile (i.,e. a person under 20 years of age), and the Pamily
Court may direct a juvenile to pay the traffic violation fine
when he does not. (126I, 128IY & 130-2) .

b, fTraffic violation procedure is also to be applied to
a person whose driver's license has never been suspended or so
on, when his traffic wiolation is a minor one. {125II (2})

.



3. TRAFFIC REGULATIONS FOR CITY AREA. The Public Safety
Commission may prohiblt or restrict the change of lanes.
{26-2 & 120}

4. TRAFFIC WARDEN

a. In each prefectural police station there shall be
appointed traffic wardens who guard the pedestrians,; control
parking and’ stopping and carry out other traffic police
duties with non-compulsory means. {114-3) .

b, A traffic warden is given the power to direct traffic
by hand signals, etc., to direct the passage of pedestrians,
to deal with an illegal parking and make a specified notifi-
cation to a traffic vieolator who parks a vehicle, etc., )
iilegally. (5, 15, 51 & 128)

5. PROTECTION €F PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLE RIDERS

a. 'The driver of a vehicle, meeting and overtaking any
school bua which has stopped for the purpose of loading or
unloading of infants and school children, is reguired- to slow
down and make sure of safety. (71(2-2) & 119)

b. The metheod of passage on a cycle track is provided.
{2(3-3), 11, 17-2, 17-3, 119 & 121}



SHOW THIS CARD IF YOU HAVE AN ACCIDENT
REOEEI O H~F FETFL LS W

l. I have been instructed in cooperate with local police and
MRUBROFELHBOL, BREHNHELLVS B E WAL BEL

not to be involved in any discussion until their arrival.

BULLHLLLRIETFIATHE T,

2, I must remain at the scene of accident until released by
HRIEM., XEEE (W) »SERRBEIPLT L LE LN L

civilian/military police.

FTCIIWwCekeEFe TN E e A,

3. Please help me.
HEHETF & v,

4. Please notify the military police of my accident. On base
HOFHEFEFCEBERL TTE v, L BRI S E A

call 120, off base south of Kadena call 098892-5111 ask.for
BACHRBERES 10T T, HLERRES LB THT FURE
extension 120, off base north of Kadena call 098972-4131 ask
M4 12098892~51110) MAR120T . i 5k T h ¥ + LLAL o 18 2 12 098972~
for extension 120.

4131 R R L120T T 5

5. I am injured, please .tell military police to call a doctor
BEBERELTWEFTOTHPLE S EBHERE LA TT 2 1,
and ambulance. ) '

OTHER EENTENCES
EOMIRIZE2XE

6. Which direction is ?
BEIOFATT M,

7. Where is thexe a gasoline station?
AU Ul EICas»sngtme,

‘8, Where can I obtain a wrecker?
Ly h — % EDARRERATT & v,

9. Thank you for your help. DRIVE SAFELY.
WML T, RWEMETITEEL 2 5,
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